A. MOLES ET AL. REPORTED A "DEFICIT
However, the basis for D'Amato et al.'s speculation that autism is "characterized by deficits in attachment behavior" was a 24-year-old theoretical treatise (1), which subsequently failed to be supported by numerous empirical investigations. In 1984, Sigman and Colleagues first demonstrated that young children with autism behaved no differently in their response after separation from and reunion with their primary caregiver than did children with other developmental disabilities (2) . Following Sigman's seminal study, every laboratory experiment investigating attachment behavior with young children with autism has replicated the initial finding, demonstrating unambiguously that children with autism are as securely attached to their mothers as are their peers (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) .
Given the striking lack of empirical evidence to support D'Amato and colleagues' speculation that their results are relevant to autism, we urge considerably greater caution.
